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5th LITVAK DAYS IN LONDON
1- 2 December, 2015
YIVO’s HISTORIES, CONTEXTS, TENSIONS:
A special Litvak Days event to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the founding of YIVO
Tuesday, 1 December  
Venue: University College London (UCL), Gower Street, UCL event space, front quad

10:00
Welcoming remarks
Michael Berkowitz, Department of Hebrew and Jewish Studies, UCL
Asta Skaisgirytė, Ambassador of Lithuania
Mary Fulbrook, University College London
Jonathan Brent, YIVO Executive Director: YIVO’s history and introduction to the
Exhibition „YIVO Yidish Academy in Vilna 1925-2015“

10:30
Shaul Stampfer, Hebrew University of Jerusalem: Relationships to Education in
Lithuania outside of YIVO“

12:00 
Lunch break (lunch not provided)

14:00  
François Guesnet, UCL: „The Berlin Roots of YIVO“
Kamil Kijek, University of Wroclaw: „Post - 1918 crisis, YIVO and the New
Generation of Interwar East European Jewry“

15:30 
Coffee break, UCL Institute for Advanced Studies, South Cloisters, UCL Main
Building 

15:45 
Jurgita Verbickienė, Vilnius University Faculty of History: „Famous YIVO: What did
Interwar Lithuanians know about it? “
Jonathan Brent, YIVO Executive Director: “Capturing YIVO as it was“. Film from its
Archives”   

19:30 
Cultural event 
Haldane Room, UCL
Welcoming remarks
Mantvydas Bekešius, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania
Jonathan Arkush, President, Board of Deputies of British Jews
Faina Kukliansky, President of the Lithuanian Jewish Community

Michael Berkowitz, UCL (brief presentation): Leopold Godowsky between the folk and Classic: Connecting to peoples and publics

Recital: Gabija Butkutė, pianist, featuring music of Leopold Godowsky

Wednesday, 2 December
Venue: WIENER LIBRARY, Russel square 

10:15 
Avinoam Patt, University of Hartford: “Contexts of Rescue and Collection Efforts“
Discussion

11:30 
Coffee break

11:45
David Mazower, BBC: “Tales and Treasures from the YIVO Archives“
Akvilė Grigoravičiūtė, University of Paris-Sorbone: “Support for YIVO in the Interwar
Baltic States“

13:15-14:30 
Lunch break (lunch not provided)

14:30 
Special session: Exploring Litvaks, the Holocaust, postwar Europe
Kat Hubschmann, Christine Schmidt and Toby Simpson, Wiener Library/International
Tracing Service: „New Sources for a Spectrum of Historical Interests: Highlights from
the Library‘s Collection and Work Focusing on Lithuania, Including the International
Tracing Service and its Availability for Research“  

17:00
 Closing comments: Jonathan Brent, YIVO and Francois Guesnet, UCL
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